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CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  to  the 
Education  Authority  for  the  Year  •  ending 
31st  December,  1918. 

■ - - 

The  Medical  Officer  begs  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of 
the  School  Medical  Department  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December, 
1918. 

The  average  number  of  children  on  the  school  rolls  during  the  calendar 
year  was  137,082,  the  average  attendance  being  118,214,  or  86’2  per  cent., 
as  compared  with  119,090,  or  87.3  per  cent,  ini  1917. 

The  Medical  Officers  have  at  the  routine  inspections  examined 24,252 
children,  of  whom  13,372  were  entrants,  and  10,880  were  leavers;  whilst, 
in  addition,  4,157  special  cases  presenting  defects  of  various  kinds  were 
also  examined  by  arrangement. 

The  severe  outbreak  of  Influenza  necessitated  the  closure  of  the 
schools  for  four  weeks  in  the  Autumn,  and  interfered  considerably  with 
the  work  of  medical  inspection,  but  the  total  numbers  examined  were 
practically  the  same  as  for  the  preceding  year.  Medical  treatment, 
however,  was  interrupted  only  to  a  very  small  extent  by  the  school 
closure. 

By  means  of  temporary  appointments,  both  the  medical  and  the 
clerical  staffs  were  kept  at  the  same  numerical  strength  as  m  1917. 

An  additional  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  was  opened 
in  September,  at  the  corner  of  Asbridge  Street  and  Lodge  Lane,  to 
serve  the  congested  district  round  Smithdown  Road. 
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School  Nurses. 

-  The  whole  of  the  work  of  School  Nursing  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  female  staff  of  the  Health  Committee,  with  the  exception  of  the 
visitation  of  the  Garston  Schools  and  the  work  of  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics  at  Garston  and  at  the  North  Corporation  School,  where  the 
work  is  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Garston  and  of  the  Liverpool  District 
Nursing  Association,  respectively. 

Clothing  and  Footgear. 

The  figures  for  unsuitability  of  clothing  and  footgear  remain  much 
about  the  same  as  in  1917;  544  routine  cases  and  57  special  cases  were 

noted  by  the  Female  Staff  for  home  visitation. 

Nutrition. 

The  general  condition  of  the  children,  with  regard  to  nutrition, 
continues  fairly  satisfactory,  as  noted  in  the  last  report.  Very  few 
cases  of  underfeeding  have  been  reported  by  the  Staff. 

Ringworm. 

The  numbers  ;of  school  children  reported  during  the  year  as  new 
cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  were  50G,  but  103  turned  out  not  to  be 
eases  of  ringworm,  the  majority  of  these  being  alopecia  areata.  There 
were,  therefore,  398  actual  cases,  as  compared  with  386  in  1917.  The 
increased  number  of  cases  was  mainly  attributable  to  a  considerable 
outbreak  of  the  disease  in  a  Children’s  Home  during  the  summer. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were,  approximately,  240  children  away 
from  school  on  account  of  this  disease,  as  compared  with  256  at  the 
end  of  1917,  and  249  at  the  end  of  1916. 

Of  these  outstanding  cases,  77  were  less  than  three  months  in  duration, 
50  between  three  and  six  months,  61  between  six  and  nine  months,  26 
between  nine  and  twelve  months,  whilst  in  26  cases  the  disease  had 
lasted  for  more  than  one  year,  but  less  than  two  years,  and  nine  had 
suffered  for  more  than  two  years. 

Reported  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  body  shew  a  slight  increase,  the 
number  being  594,  as  compared  with  565  in  1917. 
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Ringworm  Clinic. — During  the  year  105  now  cases  were  treated  at 
the  X-ray  Clinic,  compared  with  71  in  1917  (during  which  year  the 
Clinic  was  open  for  seven  months  only),  and  129  in  1916. 


Scabies. 

This  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  amongst  school  children  during 
the  year,  1,179  cases  (as  compared  with  512  and  851  during  1916  and  1917) 
being  reported,  this  being  the  largest  number  on  record,  the  figures  for 
last  year  being  the  next  in  number.  Approximately  500  children  were 
away  from  school  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  this  disease.  Seeing  that 
with  proper  appliances  and  treatment  the  disease  can  usually  be  cured 
in  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  that  a  great  number  of  these  children  are  not 
cured  for  six  months  or  more,  the  need  for  suitable  facilities  for  treat¬ 
ment  is  urgent.  The  disease  is  not  confined  to  the  school  children,  but 
affects  younger  and  older  members  of  the  families  as  well.  Arrange¬ 
ments  similar  to  those  provided  in  the  Army,  namely,  baths  and 
disinfectors,  with  attendants  who  can  properly  apply  the  necessary 
ointment  required,  should  effect  a  speedy  diminution  in  the  number  of 
the  cases.  The  gain  in  increased  Government  Grant  would  probably 
more  than  make  up  for  the  cost  of  installation  and  administrative 
expenses  of  the  special  centre  or  centres. 

Defective  Vision  Classes. 

The  two  classes  held  at  the  Birchfield  Road  Council  School  continue 
to  show  satisfactory  results.  The  Education  Committee  have  sanctioned 
.the  opening  of  further  classes,  but  these  classes  had  not  been  opened  up 
to  the  date  of  this  report.  At  the  end  of  1918  there  were  255  names  on 
the  list  of  cases  who  should  be  admitted  to  such  classes,  compared  with 
239  and  195  at  the  end  of  1917  and  1916- respectively ;  many  of  these 
were  urgent  cases  but  ineligible,  by  reason  of  distance  or  other  disability, 
for  admission  to  the  classes  at  Birchfield  Road. 

The  War  has  to  some  extent,  owing  to  trade  restrictions,  caused 
difficulty  in  finding  suitable  occupations  for  the  children  leaving  the 
Classes. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Amongst  the  routine  examinations  of  24,000  children,  only  two  definite 
cases  and  10  doubtful  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  reported,  or 
•008  per  cent,  and  04  per  cent,  respectively,  these  being  the  final  figures 
after  the  children  had  been  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  or  after 
re-examination  by  the  School  Medical  Officers.  The  routine  examina¬ 
tions  also  brought  to  light  36  cases  of  tubercular  glands  and  24  cases  of 
other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  a  total  of  72  actual  or  suspected  cases,  or 
•3  per.  cent. 

Among  the  special  cases  examined  at  the  schools,  one  definite  case  of 
phthisis,  4  cases  of  suspected  phthisis,  9  of  glandular  tuberculosis,  and 
C  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered. 

During  the  year  193  doubtful  or  actual  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
referred  for  further  examination  to  the  Tuberculosis  Department,  a 
decrease  of  60  on  the  number  referred  in  1917. 


Exclusions  from  School. 

During  the  year,  978  cases  were  excluded  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  during  the  course  of  their  inspections  owing  to  the  following 
various  defects:  — 


Eye  diseases 

... 

... 

155 

Scabies 

... 

263 

Ringworm 

133 

Other  skin  diseases 

91 

infectious  diseases 

* 

... 

78 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

■44 

Pediculosis  “  ... 

... 

55 

Otorrhcea 

... 

20 

Miscellaneous  defects  ... 

139 

7 

, 

. 

Supervision  of  Absentees. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  examination  at  certain  Centres 
(Inspection  Clinics),  usually  on  Saturdays,  of  cases  of  ringworm,  and 
of  children  absent  from  school  for  long  periods  on  medical  grounds,  and 
the  following  table  indicates  the  types  of  cases  and  the  results  of  the 
examinations.  Some  of  the  cases  were  examined  at  the  special  request 
of  the  School  Attendance  Department  with  a  view  to  legal  proceedings 
for  non-attendance  at  school.  The  totals  closely  approximate  those  of 
the  two  previous  years:  — 


Table  I. 


Re- 

Not  re- 

Defect. 

admitted. 

admitted. 

Total. 

Ringworm  of  Scalp  . 

437 

1,041 

1,478 

Phthises  and  supposed  phthisis  . 

145 

423 

5GS 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  . 

107 

272 

379 

Other  chest  conditions  . . . 

50 

123 

179 

Scabies  . 

3S 

70 

108 

Impetigo  . 

30 

26 

56 

Other  skin  conditions  . 

49 

40 

95 

Eye  diseases  . 

34 

104 

198 

Anaemia  and  debility  . 

75 

203 

278 

Heart  defects  . 

16 

70 

80 

Nervous  diseases  . 

29 

136 

'  105 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  . 

4 

17 

21 

Ear  diseases  . 

13 

41 

64 

Injuries  and  deformities 

2 

6 

8 

Rickets  . 

9 

30 

39 

Mental  defects  . 

3 

24 

27 

Rheumatism  . 

17 

96 

113 

Miscellaneous  . 

40 

89 

129 

No  defect  found  . 

7 

— 

7 

Totals  . 

1,111 

2,877 

3.9S8 
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NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  CONCERNING  WHOM 
DIRECTIONS  WERE  GIVEN  FOR  THE 
TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 


This  can  best  be  seen  by  the  following  table  of  printed  notices  to 
parents  relating  to  various  defects  discovered  at  the  routine  examina¬ 
tions,  or  amongst  the  special  eases  presented  by  the  teachers. 


Table  II. 


Defect. 

1 

Eirst 
Notices.  : 

Second 

Notices. 

Third 

Notices. 

Fourth 

and 

subsequent 

Notices. 

Total. 

Defective  Vision  : — 

A . — U nt  raated  cases  . 

3,120 

729 

142 

128 

4,119 

*B. — Previously  treated  eases 

1,680 

138 

40 

5 

1,863 

Blepharitis  . 

22  G 

27 

8 

10 

271 

Conjunctivitis  . 

69 

1 

— 

— 

70 

Various  Eye  Conditions . 

13 

2 

— 

— 

15 

(a  . 

7,172 

2,441 

S91 

732 

11,236 

Defective  Teeth  + . - 

(l*  . 

3,946 

— 

— 

3,946 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

1,637 

417 

120 

139 

2,313 

■Mouth  Broathing . 

1,876 

263 

78 

48 

2,265 

Otorrhcea  . 

302 

50 

1G 

12 

380 

Defective  Hearing  . 

92 

7 

.  e 

— 

101 

Anaemia  . 

243 

37 

6 

2 

2S8 

Othor  Dofocts  . 

1,623 

236 

41 

12 

1,912 

! 

Total  . 

21,999 

4,348 

1,344 

1,088 

28,779 

*  This  group  includes  notices  sent  for  unsuitable  glasses,  glasses  which  require 
repairing,  or  glasses  not  being  worn. 

fa --Cases  referred  by  School  Medical  Officers.  b  =  Cases  referred  by  School  Dentists. 


HOME  CIRCUMSTANCES,  &c. 


Employment  of  Children. 

The  number  of  cases  referred  for  illegal  employment  during  the  year 
was  reduced  to  1G,  compared  with  152  in  191G,  and  36  in  1917.  The 
diminution  has  been  almost  entirely  due  to  the  restriction  of  hours  during 
which  shops  were  allowed  to  be  open  in  the  evenings. 

Juvenile  Smoking. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  this  is  on  the  decrease  generally,  either 
amongst  school  children  or  amongst  boys  who  have  recently  left  school 
Now  that  the  Police  Force  has  been  reinforced  by  the  return  of 
demobilised  men  from  the  Services,  Section  40  of  the  Children  Act, 
inadequate  though  it  is,  requires  to  be  much  more  stringently  enforced, 
whilst  the  earliest  opportunity  should  be  taken  by  the  Legislature  to 
attach  a  penal  clause  to  the  same  section. 


“FOLLOWING  UP.” 


Visits  to  the  Homes. 

The  School  Attendance  Officers  continue  to  visit  the  Homes  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  diseases  for  which  the  Committee  have  provided  Clinics, 
whilst  the  Female  Sanitary  Staff  have  dealt  with  the  majority  of  the 
remaining  cases  requiring  medical  treatment,  a  proportion  of  these 
latter  cases  being  referred  to  certain  School  Care  Committees,  the 
Central  Relief  Society  or  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association,  or  some 
other  appropriate  body.  Verminous  and  other  children  requiring 
following  up  on  account  of  faulty  home  conditions  arc  visited  by  the 
Female  Sanitary  Staff.  The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the 
results  of  the  reports  of  the  Visitors  engaged  in  following  up  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  cases  referred  during  the  year,  and  those  carried  over 
from  the  previous  year:  — 
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‘  Following-up  ” 
Agencies. 


S 


ooi.  Attendance 

Staff — 

ision . 


)ental 


onsils  &  Adenoids 


, 


i.e  Sanitary 
Staff — 

Medical  defects  .. 


[icncral  Neglect... 

Verminous . 

(  her  Aoencif.s — 
Medical  defects  ... 


Table  III. 


Carried 

over 

from 

previous 

year. 

Referred 

during 

1918. 

Treated. 

Treatment 

refused 

or 

evaded. 

Left 

School, 

&c. 

Total 

reported 

upon. 

1,09S 

6,830 

3,979 

(57-38%) 

593 

(8-55%) 

637 

(9-19%) 

5,209 

1,173 

3,8 14 

2,241 
(4  4-67%) 

1,962 

(39-11%) 

53 

(1-00%) 

4,247 

1,171 

3,242 

1,712 

(38-79%) 

1,092 

(24-75%) 

375 

(8-50%) 

3,179 

2,51  4 

9,849 

7,490 

(00-58%) 

3,016 

(2404%) 

498 

(4-03%) 

11,034 

1,367 

4,114 

4,307 

(79-08%) 

— 

3 

(■05%) 

4,370 

C93 

1 ,429 

1,592 
(75  02%) 

— 

3 

('14%) 

1,595 

. 

40 

1 ,423 

611 

(41-76%) 

517 

(35-34%) 

138 

(9  43%) 

J,20G 

Cases  still 
under 

observation 
at  end  of 
year. 


1,725 

'770 


1,234 


1,329 

1,111 


527 


197 


Re-examinations  at  the  Schools. 

(These  are  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  who  personally 
examine  every  child  on  the  list  of  cases  for  supervision. 

Table  IV.  in  the  Appendix  gives  the  numbers  re-inspected  at  schools  in 
connection  with  each  defect.  In  addition,  21,833  re-examinations  were 
made  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  children  who  were  being  kept  under 
observation  for  medical  defects  not  sufficiently  serious  to  require 
treatment. 

The  figures  in  the  table  do  not  indicate  the  total  number  of  children 
treated  in  the  year,  for  many  who  had  been  treated  were  absent  or  had 
left  the  school,  and  others  may  have  been  treated  subsequent  to  the 
re-inspection,  but  they  give  some  indication  of  the  proportion  treated  for 
each  defect. 
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TREATMENT. 

Verminous  and  Filthy  Children. 

The  new  cleansing  station  at  the  Mansfield  Street  Baths  was  opened 
in  1017  by  an  arrangement  between  the  Health  and  Baths  Committees, 
and  during  tho  year  7,271  children  were  cleansed  at  this  station,  and 
5,357  at  Beacon  Street,  a  total  of  12,028,  compared  with  3,790  and  4,334, 
respectively,  in  1917.  Of  these,  288  were  cleansed  compulsorily  by  the 
Staff  after  the  statutory  notices  to  the  parents.  Other  cleansing  centres, 
especially  in  certain  of  the  suburbs,  are  urgently  needed. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  under  Section  35 
of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Act,  1913,  during  1917  and  1918:  — 


1917. 

1918. 

Number  of  notices  served 

..  2,119 

1,261 

Number  of  children  cleansed  by  the  Staff 

681 

288 

Number  of  children  cleansed  by  parents 

..  1,286 

330 

Number  of  informations  laid  ... 

10 

1 

Number  of  convictions 

10 

1 

Amount  of  fines  ... 

...  £4/5/- 

10/ 

Minor  Ailments. 

The  two  Clinics,  one  at  the  North  Corporation  School  and  one  at 
Garston,  have  continued  to  do  excellent  work.  A  third  Clinic  was 
opened  in  September  to  serve  the  area  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Smith- 
down  lload  and  Lodge  Lane,  and  the  large  attendances  at  this  Clinic 
(averaging  8G  per  day)  have  fully  demonstrated  its  necessity.  Other 
Clinics  are  to  be  opened  during  1919. 

During  the  year  2,167  cases  were  treated  at  the  different  Clinics,  the 
total  attendances  being  26,762,  the  average  daily  attendance  at  the  North 
Corporation  School  Clinic  being  46,  at  Garston  5],  and  at  Lodge  Lane  86. 
Th  is  average  includes  the  Saturday  attendances,  which  were  always 
small.  One  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  attends  at  each  Clinic  twice 
weekly,  whilst  the  Nurse  attends  daily. 
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Defective  Vision. 

During  the  year,  2,775  new  cases  were  treated,  272  at  the  Clinics,  and 
2, 50:«  at  the  consulting  rooms  of  the  practitioners  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  2,0(50  cases  were  re  examined  at  the  Clinics. 

The  numbers  show  a  falling  off  of  over  000  now  cases,  but  an  increase 
of  210  cases  re-examined.  For  the  next  few  years,  the  tendency  will 
probably  be  for  the  new  cases  to  continue  to  diminish  in  number,  and 
for  the  numbers  re-examined  to  increase. 

'  The  price  of  lenses  was  increased  very  considerably  during  the  year, 
but  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  corresponding  care  on  the  part  of  the 
children.  It  has  been  noticed  in  a  considerable  number  of  schools  that 
even  when  glasses  arc  obtained,  a  large  proportion  of  the  children  do 
not  wear  them  regularly. 

Dr.  Livsey,  the  Committee’s  Eye  Surgeon,  has  drawn  attention  to 
the  large  and  important  group  of  cases  of  defective  vision  due  to 
corneal  nebula',  as  there  is  a  real  and  pressing  need  for  official  help 
in  this  matter.  These  nebula',  or  scars,  are  the  permanent  results  of 
ulceration  of  the  cornea,  which  is  an  affection  frequently  seen  during 
the  earlier  years  of  school  life,  generally  dependent  upon  constitutional 
weakness  and  unhealthy  conditions  of  life,  and  therefore  particularly 
prone  to  recurrence  and  relapse. 

The  nature  of  the  infection  with  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease 
and  its  grave  risks  to  sight,  and  the  surrounding  circumstances 
generally,  direct  more  attention  to  the  urgent  and  serious  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  but  the  more  chronic  and  most  distressing  corneal  ulcera¬ 
tion  of  school  children  calls  for  much  the  same  supervision  and  care  in 
treatment.  Inasmuch  as  corneal  ulceration  cases  arc  much  more  frequent 
than  those  of  Ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  as  loss  of  any  vision  is  not 
necessarily  a  sequel  of  this  latter  condition,  whereas  some  permanent 
loss  of  vision  always  results  from  the  former,  the  loss  of  vision  is  in 
the  aggregate  greater  in  the  corneal  ulceration  cases,  and  much  of  this 
serious  loss  could  be  prevented.  In  many  of  these  cases,  when  the 
inflammation  has  subsided,  school  work  has  to  be  modified  and  curtailed, 
a  certain  number  are  recommended  for  the  Defective  Vision  Classes, 
and  some  few  of  the  more  serious  cases  are  only  suitable  for  admission  to 
a  School  for  the  Blind. 
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Special  medical  advice  as  to  treatment  is  always  obtainable,  but  the 
results  of  this  depend  entirely  upon  the  care  and  thoroughness  with 
which  it  is  carried  out.  Special  hospitals,  even  in  normal  times,  cannot, 
owing  to  limited  accommodation,  admit  such  cases  as  they  should,  and 
out-patient  treatment  is  all  that  can  be  given.  But  attendance  is  often 
irregular,  and  frequently  from  mistaken  kindness  and  want  of  firm¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  the  treatment  is  indifferently  carried 
out.  As  a  result,  the  ulceration  extends,  the  distressing  symptoms 
increase,  the  enforced  absence  from  school  is  prolonged,  and  serious 
damage  to  sight  by  the  production  of  nebula',  with  resulting  irregular 
optical  defects  which  lenses  cannot  possibly  correct  is  permanently  and 
increasingly  brought  about. 

The  most  satisfactory  method  of  dealing  with  these  cases  is  to 
increase  the  number  of  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
whole  city,  serious  eases  being  referred  to  the  Committee’s  eye  specialist 
for  advice  re  treatment. 


T  eeth. 

During  the  year  one  whole-time  School  Dentist,  Mr.  Gick,  carried  on 
the  work  of  the  three  Clinics  single  handed.  Considerable  interference 
with  the  work  of  the  Clinics  was  caused  by  the  Influenza  outbreaks,  and 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  contributed  to  by  the  mothers  waiting 
in  food  queues.  Under  the  circumstances  tho  number  of  cases  treated, 
1,717,  is  very  satisfactory.  Tho  attendances  at  the  new  Clinic,  Addison 
Street,  were  the  largest,  those  at  the  Dental  Hospital  Clinic  the  least. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  dentist  during  the  year: 


Number  of  children  examined  in  school  ... 
Number  of  children  requiring  treatment  ... 
Number  of  cases  accepting  treatment 
Number  of  eases  treated  ... 

Number  of  Schools  visited  ... 


5,105 

3,94G  (77-3%) 
1,881 
1,747 
39- 


Thc  children  were  examined  and  treated  at  the  ages  of  six,  seven  and 
eight. 
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The  details  of  the  treatment  of  4,004  extinctions  and  ] ,000  fillings  are 
shewn  in  the  following  table: — 


Table  IV. 


Extr 

ACTIONS 

Fillings. 

Without  N..O. 

With  FLO. 

Cement. 

Amalgam. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Boys . 

611 

0 

1,825 

55 

115 

3 

506 

295 

Girls  . 

551 

0 

1,780 

52 

110 

2 

513 

■116 

Total 

1,192 

0 

✓ 

3,605 

107 

225 

5 

1,049 

711 

Additional  Clinics  to  supply  Kirkdale  and  Everton,  as  well  as  the. 
Smithdown  Road  and  Wavcrtree  districts,  are  much  needed,  and  the 
matter  is  to  be  considered  by  the  Committee  in  1910. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

The  Clinic  was  open  on  92  occasions,  and  891  cases  were  treated,  an 
average  of  approximately  10  per  occasion.  In  32  cases  operation  had 
to  he  deferred  owing  to  the  children  not  being  in  a  lit  state  for  operation. 
In  37  cases  (4  per  cent.)  luemorrhagc  occurred  after  the  operation,  it 
being  in  eleven  instances  necessary  to  keep  children  hi  for  two  nights 
instead  of  one.  Experience  has  proved  the  desirability  of  not  allowing 
any  children  to  return  home  until  the  following  day,  as  it  is  quite 

I  impossible  to  forecast  which  children,  if  any,  are  likely  to  suffer  from 
haemorrhage  or  collapse. 

Mr.  Yorke,  the  Surgeon  at  the  Clinic,  lias  drawn  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  considerable  number  of  the  children  who  are  operated  upon,  are 
suffering  from  deafness  or  discharging  cars,  and  tlib  removal  of  the 

I  adenoids  is  by  no  means  always  sufficient  to  cure  these  children.  Such 
cases  require  subsequent  supervision  and  treatment  under  expert  advice, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Qflicer,  this  eau  best  be  carried  out  at 


a  Clinic  to  which  a  special  Aural  Surgeon  is  attached.  Cases  from  the 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids  Clinic  and  from  the  various  Minor  Ailments  Clinics 
could  be  referred  to  this  Aural  Clinic  for  advice  and,  if  necessary, 
treatment. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  school  eases  reported  during  the  year  were : — Measles, 
3,171  ;  whooping  cough,  2,217;  and  scarlet  fever,  1,405;  as  compared  with 
3,156,  1,870  and  1,105,  respectively,  for  1917. 

During  the  year  two  outbreaks  of  Influenza,  one  in  the  summer  and 
one  in  the  autumn,  rendered  necessary  the  closure  of  a  considerable 
number  of  schools.  In  July,  16  schools  were  closed  for  this  disease;  in 
September,  27  were  closed,  whilst  at  the  beginning  of  October  all  the 
elementary  schools  in  the  City  were  closed  for  a  month. 

In  addition,  14  schools  or  departments  were  closed  for  other  infections 
diseases,  chiefly  whooping  cough,  all  except  one  being  closed  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year. 

E.  W.  HOPE, 

J /(i/tciil  Officer  of  I! call h  and  Medical  Officer 
to  the  ]i  ducal  ion  Authority. 


Education  Office, 

14,  Sin  Thomas  Street, 


Liverpool. 
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(B)  Groups  other  than  “  Code.” 

Special  Cases,  4,157.  Number  of  Children  Re-examined,  44, CCO  (approximately). 
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Table  II. 

Return  of  Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of  Medical 
Inspection  in  1918. 


Code  G 

ROXJPS. 

Sl'EC'1 

ALS. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Number  referred  for 
Treatment. 

Number  requiring 

to  be  kept  under 

observation,  but 

not  referred  for 

Treatment. 

Number  referred  for 

Treatment. 

Number  requiring 
to  be  kept  under 

observation,  but 
not  referred  for 
Treatment. 

(1) 

(2) 

*(3) 

(4) 

*(5) 

Malnutrition 

32 

81 

8 

11 

Uncleanliness — Head 

3,coo 

85 

137 

— 

I5ody 

1,970 

20 

147 

— 

Skin — 

Hingworm — -Head 

0 

6 

225 

205 

Body 

1 

4 

4 

‘> 

Scabies 

22 

22 

15 

3 1 

Impetigo 

18 

54 

9 

36 

Other  Disease 

38 

131 

11 

40 

Eye — 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

1,630 

1,374 

1,458 

308 

External  Eye  Disease 

190 

3  14 

96 

119 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

33 

133 

23 

32 

Ear  Disease  ... 

3.  3 

286 

128 

37 

Teeth — 

Dental  Disease  . 

4,413 

2,237 

305 

147 

Nose  and  throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

4!3 

1,367 

44 

80 

Adenoids 

310 

274 

201 

53 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

167 

167 

5.3 

12 

Defective  Speech 

4 

200 

8 

5 1 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease — Organic 

3 

8 

10 

30 

Functional 

C 

363 

— 

29 

Antenna 

161 

880 

76 

227 

Lungs — • 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Definite  ... 

1 

1 

3 1 

9! 

Suspected 

5 

r> 

81 

63 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ... 

7 

38 

— 

0 

Other  Disease 

49 

808 

7 

120 

Nervous  System  — 

Epilepsy 

— 

9 

6 

48 

Chorea... 

— 

12 

3 

30 

Other  Disease 

4 

76 

1 

21 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis— 

Glands 

7 

29 

19 

82 

Bones  and  Joints 

3 

1J 

10 

20 

Other  Forms  ... 

2 

8 

7 

35 

Rickets 

it 

109 

17 

24 

Deformities 

30 

1 50 

8 

9 

Other  Defects  or  Disease 

370 

1,197 

115 

259 

*  Noth.  Many  of  the  rases  in  columns  (I?)  and  (5)  were  not  referred  for  treatment 
us  they  were  already  receiving  treatment. 
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Table  III. 


Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the 

Area  in  1918. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

P'5 

160 

255 

Bund 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

(Including  partially  blind) 

for  the  Blind 

57 

4-5 

102 

Not  at  School  ... 

8 

8 

10  * 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Deaf  and  Dr  mb 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

(Including  pi 

rtially  deaf) 

for  the  Deaf  . 

55 

62 

107 

Not  at  School  ... 

4 

10 

11 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

1  10 

109 

255 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Feeble- 

for  Mentally  Defective 

minded. 

Children 

303 

239 

512 

Mentai.i.v 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control) 

Deficient. 

Authority  during  the  year 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School  ... 

34 

33 

07 

Imbeciles. 

At  School 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School . 

44 

22 

08 

Idiots. 

. 

5 

7 

12 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

0 

14 

23 

Ebii.e 

I’TICS. 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

for  Epileptics  . 

8 

8 

10 

Not  at  School  ... 

40 

40 

SO 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

3 

Schools 

f _ 

3 

Pulmonary 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Tuberculosis. 

for  Physically  Defective 

Children 

3 

2 

6 

Not  at  School  ... 

211 

217 

428 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

1C 

Schools 

t - ^ 

75 

J’lrysnur.i.v 

Other 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Defective. 

Forms  of 

for  Physically  Defective 

Tuberculosis 

Children 

74 

58 

132 

1  Not  at  School  ... 

137 

158 

295 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

25.r 

Schools 

f _ A. 

- v 

255 

*  Cripples 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

other  than 

for  Physically  Defective 

Tubercular. 

Children 

1 07 

1 78 

375 

Not  at  School  ... 

1 0-8 

1 

187 

355 

_  L . . . . . -  —  — 

N.  15.  The  return  is  as  complete  as  (lie.  figures  available  permit. 

♦The  classification  is  that  rccom mended  hy  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  I’oanl 
of  Education  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1911,  Page  173. 
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Tabic  V. 

Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  of  Children  during  191 5. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  (whether 

Code  Group,  special  or  ailing  child)  . 

(2)  The. number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects  (other 

than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  foolgeai) 
who  require  to  he  kept  under  observation  (but  not 
referred  for  treatment) . 


(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for 
treatment  (excluding  undcanliness,  defective  clothing, 
etc.) 


10,409 


(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received  treatment 
for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness, 
defective  clothing,  etc.)  ... 


